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MINUTES OF THE CHURCH MEETING HELD ON 23RD MAY 2013  
AT 8PM IN THE CLIFFORD WOOD ROOM 

 
As Andy Potter was on leave, it was agreed that the meeting would be chaired by Andrew 
Forster. 
 
Present: Andrew Forster (Secretary) in the chair and 9 other members. 
 
1. Opening Worship was led by the Chairman 
 
2. Welcome and Apologies: The Chairman welcomed all present. Apologies were received 

from Phil Norman, Charlotte Khan, Jenny Lane, Andy and Sarah Potter. 
 
3. The minutes of the meetings held on 25th April 2013 were signed as a correct record. Keith 

and Barbara Richardson asked to be added to the list of members who receive the minutes 
by email. 

 
4. Matters Arising 

 None 
 

5. Mission and Ministry 

Update 

 The Church Anniversary the previous Sunday had gone well. Members had enjoyed 
hearing from Geoff Andrews, the LBA Team Leader, and around 30 people had stayed 
for lunch. 

 Andy (who sent notes to the meeting by email) has been pleased with how the 
Midweeks@WHBC meetings have been going. The turnout has been 7-10 people. The 
next meeting is scheduled for 5th June and will be studying 2 John. The deacons are 
considering moving their meetings to the 2nd Wednesday of the month so that the pattern 
of Midweeks meetings can be more regular. 

 Andy reported that he had finished the Capital Ring Prayer Walk that he had started 
during his sabbatical. 

 
6. Youth 

Update 

 The Boys Brigade and Girls Brigade Display Evening, which took place on 21st May, was 
well attended. 

 Re:create are trying to increase the number of younger people attending as a large 
proportion of the current attendees are at the top of the age range and will be leaving 
after the summer. A recent bowling evening attracted a few extra people. Re:create 
covers school years 7-11. 

 There has been a small group of children regularly attending Sunday Club and it has 
been nice for the leaders getting to know the children well. 
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7. Finance 

Premises Fees 

 Party bookings are currently charged at £65 for 3 hours - shorter and longer bookings are 
charged proportionately. While there is a desire to keep prices competitive to encourage 
frequent bookings, it was felt that current prices are below market rates and a small 
increase is unlikely to choke off demand. As such it was agreed that rate would increase 
to £70 for 3 hours. 

 The weekly Dance Fitness club are currently charged £30 for each 1-hour session. As 
that rate was only agreed in November, it was agreed that this would be held for the year. 

 The North London Organic Gardeners are currently charged £15 for a session in the 
Clifford Wood Room. They have also been given a one-off rate of £50 for their annual 
plants sale. It was agreed that in future the regular sessions will be increased to £20 and 
the plant sale charged at £60. Members were reminded that the group meets on the first 
Thursday of every month and visitors are always welcome. 

 There was a reluctance to increase the rates for the Playgroup as they are struggling 
financially at the moment. It was agreed that their rate will be fixed for another year. 

 
8. Membership 

 Paul and Sue Breeze are now worshipping at an Anglican Church near their home at 
Penn in Buckinghamshire and have requested to transfer their membership. While no 
official process exists for the transfer of membership to an Anglican Church, it was 
agreed that their deletion from the membership role would be considered as an 'unofficial 
transfer'. Coral reminded the meeting of the part Paul and Sue had played in the life of 
the Church while they were with us, and wished them well in their new life. 

 Coral has been trying to contact Sandra Opong for some time but has been unable to do 
so. It is known that she has moved away from her former address in Palmers Green and 
her new location is unknown. It was agreed to delete Sandra from the membership role 
given that she has been completely out of contact with the Church for several years. 

 Coral reported that she has been in recent contact with all of the other members who 
have not attended for some time, and all of them still feel attached to the Church and 
wish to remain in membership. 

 Michael Parmiter will be officially welcomed into membership at the June Communion 
service. 

 
9. World Mission 

Hazel March Visit 

Hazel will be visiting Winchmore Hill on 27th June to 4th July and also a few days around 
the middle of June - the exact dates are yet to be confirmed but Rachel is trying to contact 
Hazel to find them out. 

Jean Blaxland has offered to accommodate Hazel during both of her visits and Andy McGee 
has offered to provide local transport. Several offers of meals have also been received. 
Further offers of meals are requested, as well as transport for the big journeys – Heathrow 
and Bexhill. 

It was agreed that Hazel would be invited to speak about her work at one of the services. 
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Keith and Barbara Richardson - trip to Nepal 

Keith and Barb will be travelling to Kathmandu in September as part of the events 
celebrating the 100th anniversary of WEC. They will be taking part in '100 days of prayer' and 
visiting Tibetan colleagues. The visit is being organised as a 'WEC Trek' and Keith and Barb 
are hoping that a few people, possibly including some Church members, will be able to 
accompany them. The dates of the trip are 20th-30th September and the cost is likely to be 
approx £900 per person.  

Keith and Barb have been encouraged that 2 Tibetan people known to them in Kanding 
have become believers. They encouraged members to continue praying for the mission 
work there. 

 
10. Secretarial 

Correspondence 

 Andrew reported that at the Baptist Assembly at the beginning of the month, Rev Lynn 
Green had been appointed as the new General Secretary of the Baptist Union. Many 
people have said positive things about her, but she faces a difficult job given the changes 
that are taking place in the organisation of the Baptist Union at present. 

 The London Baptist Association's 'London Event', which incorporates their AGM, will take 
place on Saturday 6th July 2-6pm at Regent Hall, Salvation Army in Oxford Street.   

 The Council have given us notice that Compton Road will be closed for resurfacing on 
Friday 31st May and Monday 3rd June. On the Saturday and Sunday in between the road 
will be open but there will be a temporary surface with ramps and raised ironworks. 

 
Dates 

 Deacons: 19th June 

 Church Meeting: 27th June 
 
11. Buildings 

Dry Rot 

The Deacons had previously indicated a preference that the successful bidder would offer 
an insurance-backed extended warranty. However there are other issues with Rentokil, the 
cheapest bidder that offers a suitable warranty, in particular that they are not prepared to do 
all of the preparatory and rebuilding works and their quote is expected to increase as more 
dry rot has been discovered since their initial quote. 

David has cast doubt on whether an extended warranty would be as valuable as it seemed 
due to the fact that, in the event of a re-occurrence of the dry rot, the contractor would have 
a number of grounds to deny responsibility, for example the ongoing possible ingress of 
water – the cost of eliminating any potential sources of water ingress would be prohibitive 
due to the age of the building. 

Ian has been doing some research into dry rot and has concluded that, as it feeds on timber, 
provided that the timber in the area is removed as part of the works (by changing the floors 
to concrete and bricking up the window) there is little chance of it returning. 

As such, the deacons' preferred option at present is to engage W.J. Norman & Son who 
were the cheapest bidder and the one offering the greatest scope of work. They have 
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previously carried out dry rot work elsewhere in the church in 1986 and 1988 and there has 
been no re-occurrence in these areas. David has been asked to hold some further 
discussion with the Normans as to whether they can offer a limited warranty and to confirm 
the exact scope of the work. 

It is still predicted that the work will cost in the region of £8000. 

Projector Screen 

The members were pleased with the new projector screen, however it was agreed that it is 
slightly too high and should ideally be lowered approx 1 ft. David has been asked to do this 
at a suitable opportunity in the future, though there may be a delay is it will be necessary to 
partly rebuild the supporting structure. 

Other Buildings issues 

 The hot tap in the kitchen is currently not working. David is planning to get this fixed next 
week (which, fortunately, is half term so there is no playgroup). 

 The Japanese Knotweed eradication work appears to have been successful and only one 
further treatment is planned, later this year. 

 
12. Pastoral 

News was shared about a number of members and friends. 
 
13. Any Other Business 

None. 
 
The meeting closed with the Grace at 9.30pm 
 
 
      Signed........................................................ 
 
 
      Date........................................................... 


