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MINUTES OF THE CHURCH MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 28TH 
FEBRUARY 2013 AT 8PM IN THE CLIFFORD WOOD ROOM 

 
Present: Andy Potter (Minister) in the chair and 10 other members 
 
1. Opening Worship was led by the Chairman 
 
2. Welcome and Apologies. The Chairman welcomed all present. Apologies were received 

from Carolyn Kindberg, Sarah Potter and Jenny Lane 
 
3. The minutes of the meeting held on 24th January 2013 (including the Confidential Minute) 

were agreed as a correct record. 
 
4. Matters Arising 

 Our former member Jim Robertson passed away on Tuesday having suffered a 
sudden heart attack. 

 
5. Mission and Ministry 
 

Update 

 Andy has been asked to lead the Easter assembly at Highfield School. 

 Andy hopes that members are finding the study of Lamentations during Sunday 
services helpful. 

 The Churches Together Lent Groups have been going well. The leader of the majority 
of the meetings is a Catholic man who used to be a missionary. Luke’s Gospel is being 
studied. Meetings take place on Tuesdays at 8pm at Winchmore Hill Methodist Church. 

 
Keith Richardson – English Lessons at WHBC 

 The deacons have had a meeting with Keith to discuss his ideas. It has been decided 
that these will not be an official Church Activity – Keith will organize the lessons 
independently on Church premises, but with the prayerful support of the Church. Keith 
would welcome members helping at the sessions. 

 
Midweeks@WHBC 

 Because of other evening events (including the Lent Group) Andy has decided to delay 
the start of the meetings until after Easter.  

 There will be two meetings per month, one social and one study. Weeks where there 
are Deacons Meetings or Church Meeting will be avoided.  

 The deacons have suggested that one of the shorter epistles could be studied in the 3 
study meetings before the summer.  

 
Easter Arrangements 

 The normal pattern of meetings over the Easter weekend will be followed.  

o Maundy Thursday Communion in CWR at 8pm.  
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o Good Friday Service will be at 10.15 at the URC, with Andy preaching, followed 
by the Walk of Witness.  

o There will be a Family Service on Easter Sunday. 
 
Craft Group 

 The first craft group organized by Sarah Potter took place in the church on Monday. 4 
people attended. Sarah would welcome more members taking part. 

 
6. Youth 
 

Update 

 A video was shown last Sunday reporting the Weekend Away.  It seemed to be very 
successful with all six young people having a good time.  The young people took part in 
a whole range of activities and spent time reflecting on aspects of Jesus’ ministry 
raised by the film ‘The Miracle Maker.’  The Meeting offered their thanks to Tim and 
Caroline Gillard for organizing this. 

 Re:create has become quite ‘top heavy’ with the majority of the young people aged 16 
or older. A meeting is being held to discuss how to adapt to these circumstances. 

 Boys Brigade will be recommencing the Juniors (age 8-11) group shortly. It had been 
suspended since July due to there being no boys of an appropriate age. 

 
7. Finance 
 

Banking Arrangements 

 The branch of HSBC in Winchmore Hill has shut down, disrupting the normal 
arrangement on those weeks where Cliff and Coral pay in the Church offerings. Sonia 
Gumbs has kindly volunteered to pay in the money at the Palmers Green branch on 
those weeks. Tim and Jean Blaxland will continue to bank the money on the weeks 
where they count the offering. 

 
8. Membership 

 Michael Parmiter has requested to transfer his membership from Hornsey Rise Baptist 
Church. Two members are needed to interview him. Coral Burridge and Keith 
Richardson volunteered. They will report back at the April Church Meeting. 

 
9. World Mission 

 Keith and Barbara Richardson are organizing a mission trip to Nepal for two weeks in 
September. They are looking for volunteers to accompany them and would welcome 
the involvement of members. More details are to be announced shortly. 

 
10. Secretarial 

 
Correspondence 

 Members were reminded that Baptist Assembly takes place over the long weekend 3-6 
May in Blackpool. Andrew is not aware of any members who are planning to attend, 
but if anyone does go, the Church is entitled to one vote at the business meetings, and 
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that person would need to be formally nominated. The view of the Meeting was that 
attending the Assembly is rather expensive. 

 Leah Attwell is organising a Quiz on Saturday evening at the Scout Hut in Gordon 
Road, Enfield, in aid of her trip to Peru to volunteer in an orphanage. 

 
Review of the Number of Church Meetings 

 The deacons had been discussing possible ways of improving attendance at Church 
Meetings, and a suggestion had been put forward that if there were fewer meetings in 
the year, those that remained would be more significant and less routine and more 
members would be likely to make the effort to attend. This suggestion was rejected by 
the members present, who stated that their attendance at meetings is dictated more by 
other commitments in their lives rather than by whether they view the meeting as being 
more significant. It was therefore agreed that the established pattern of Church 
Meetings will continue indefinitely. 

 It was commented that there is insufficient attention drawn to the dates of Church 
Meetings, especially for those who don't have email, and several members were 
named who have expressed an interest in coming but have difficulty keeping track of 
meeting dates. In future Andy will draw attention to forthcoming meetings on the 
Sunday before. 

 
Easter Publicity 

 Andrew has ordered a poster for the outside noticeboard advertising the Easter 
services and will order 1600 cards for delivery to local homes - these will be available 2 
weeks before Easter. 

 
AGM 23rd March 

 It was proposed that the format of the Annual Report would be changed from A4 to A5 
(similar to Spotlight) and that a simple cover would be used rather than the photo 
montages of previous years - this would significantly reduce the cost and workload of 
producing the reports. This was agreed to be a sensible option. 

 The list of Positions of Responsibility will be made available before the AGM this year 
to ensure that any corrections are made beforehand and the list presented in the 
meeting is the final one. The list was handed round the meeting and several 
amendments were noted. 

 
Dates 

 Deacons Meeting: 20th March. 

 Church Meeting: 25th April. 
 
11. Buildings 
 

Dry Rot 

 The deacons have been struggling with the complexities of the issue and are still not in 
a position to present a firm proposal. They have determined (with the agreement of the 
Church Meeting) that the successful contractor must be able to provide an insurance-
backed extended warranty. At present, neither of the two cheapest bids have included 
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this, and the third-cheapest bid, which does include it, is significantly more expensive. 
The deacons have asked David if he can persuade one of the cheaper bidders to offer 
the extended warranty, and the discussion is still ongoing. 

 
Projector Screen 

 Thanks were expressed to David for returning the projector screen to its original 
configuration following the request from the previous meeting. 

 
Carey Hall Cupboard Room – GB Proposal 

 Girls Brigade have requested to carry out conversion work in the Carey Hall Cupboard 
Room to install extra shelving and increase the amount of storage space - plans were 
shown. GB would pay the costs of the work and they would benefit from the extra 
space made available. 

 The deacons were initially concerned about other stuff that is stored in the cupboard 
room (not in the cupboards), and with the new arrangement whether this would be 
more likely to block access to frequently used cupboards such as Catering and Sunday 
Club. It was agreed that the conversion work would be approved to go ahead after 
Easter, and in the meantime owners of any items being kept in the room were asked to 
ensure that they are removed and properly stored. 

 
Work Day 

 Thanks were expressed to David and Phil for organizing the Work Day on 9th February, 
and the volunteers who helped with the work. The building is looking a lot better as a 
result. 

 
12. Pastoral 

 News was shared about a number of members and friends. 
 
13. Any Other Business 

 The section of fence at the side of the Church has still not been re-instated (matter 
raised at the September 2012 Church Meeting). It appears there has been a 
communication failure as Andrew thought Andy was dealing with it but Andy was not 
present at the September meeting and knew nothing about it. 

 The Playgroup are to be asked not to stick posters on the walls in the toilets now that 
those walls have been newly painted. 

 
The meeting closed with the Grace at 9.34pm. 
 
 
      Signed............................................. 
 
      Date................................................. 
 


